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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO

TIMOTHY

INTRODUCTION

Time of writing.—Single, but undismayed, and even glorying in the possibility of proclaiming Christ in the imperial court, St. Paul had made his first defence before the emperor during his second imprisonment at Rome; and in the short time that elapsed before he would have to appear a second time, he wrote asking his dear friend Timothy to pay him a last visit. This being so, the date of our epistle would be A.D. 67 or 68, towards the end of Nero's reign, although there is some amount of uncertainty about the tradition of the martyrdom. There is a slightly preponderant probability that Timothy was in Ephesus when this epistle came to hand, though the notices of places seem rather strange on that supposition.

Object of the epistle.—The apostle's main purpose, in keeping with the chief place which the kingdom of Christ ever had in his thought and conduct, was to instruct Timothy with regard to the heresies that were multiplying around and within the Church, and to encourage him in the midst of all the trials which would come upon him as a Christian and an official of the Church. The personal element in this epistle is strongly marked. "In no epistle does the true, loving, undaunted, and trustful heart of the great apostle speak in more consolatory yet more moving accents; in no portion of his writings is there a loftier tone of Christian courage than that which pervades these, so to speak, dying words—nowhere a holier rapture than that with which the reward and crown of faithful labour is contemplated as now exceeding nigh at hand" (Ellicott).

Outline of the epistle.

2Ti . Paul's desire to see Timothy, whom he always remembers.

2Ti . Injunction to stir up the gift, to be brave, and suffer.

2Ti . The grace of God manifested in Paul's example.

2Ti . Charge to hold fast the doctrine and the sacred deposit.

2Ti . Contrast of Phygellus and Hermogenes with Onesiphorus.

2Ti . Caution in the choice of Church officers, and personal devotion to the Lord, after the type of Paul himself.

2Ti . Against heresy, which corrupts many, but is powerless to hurt the "foundation of God"; sure, and doubly sealed.

2Ti . The attitude Timothy is to maintain towards heretics.

2Ti . Characteristics of the coming days, with inevitable persecutions for those not of the world. Value of the Scriptures.

2Ti . Solemn charge to Timothy to official and personal diligence.

2Ti . Personal retrospect, hope, and surroundings of St. Paul.

2Ti . Greetings, urgent request for Timothy's arrival, and benediction.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . According to the promise.—The purport of the promise.

2Ti . My dearly beloved son.—The translators perhaps thought the simple "beloved" too cold, and so put in the adverb.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
Apostolic Greeting.

I. Explains the source and purpose of his apostleship.—

1. The source. "An apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God" (2Ti ). Bengel calls this epistle the last testament and swanlike death-song of Paul. To the last he is careful to remind the Church that his commission was not of men, nor was it self-assumed, as in the case of the false teachers he refuted, but that it came direct from God. It originated in the will of God, and that will was his supreme authority and guide. He traces his apostleship to the highest source. 

2. The purpose. "According to the promise of life in Christ Jesus" (2Ti ). He was appointed an apostle to make known and carry into effect this promise of life. All other aims in life were subsidiary to this. His happiest moments were spent in publishing the gospel of hope for a perishing world; and his best abilities were tasked to the utmost in defending it. This cheerful view of the gospel as "the promise of life in Christ Jesus" would inspire fortitude in Timothy in the midst of tribulation, and give him courage to undertake the journey to Rome, which would be attended with much peril. The gospel is the only system that promises life and hope to humanity.

II. Expresses affectionate appreciation.—"To Timothy, my dearly beloved son" (2Ti ). The attachment existing between Paul and Timothy was of no ordinary type. Neither of them would have been the men they were but for this friendship: the one was the complement of the other. Their diversities of age, of abilities, of temperament, and of attainments welded them together in closer sympathy and love. The outburst of affectionateness in this address is the more pathetic in view of the apostle's approaching martyrdom.

III. Invokes the bestowal of Divine blessing.—"Grace, mercy, and peace, from God" (2Ti ). These words, though the usual formula in the apostle's greeting, are more than merely formal in their intrinsic meaning and desire. They constitute an intense prayer that the best blessings of heaven may be the rich and conscious dower of the person addressed. The trinity of blessings—"Grace, mercy, and peace"—include the best gifts of the Trinity of Divine Persons.

Lessons.—

1. Power to preach is a Divine gift. 

2. True love is lavish and sincere in its greetings. 

3. The choicest Divine blessings are enjoyed in answer to prayer.



Verses 3-5
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . I thank God.—We have here the purely classical form, which means "to entertain and show thankfulness." Whom I serve.—The idea in the word is that of paid service, but St. Paul would not emphasise it, since he so often styles himself a bond-slave of the Lord. From my forefathers.—There does not seem much to choose between "in the manner handed down by my progenitors" and "with the feelings inherited from my ancestors." With pure conscience.—With the consciousness that there is no duplicity in what he does. The statement cost Paul ill-usage once (Act 23:1). Night and day.—St. Luke adopts this order; St. John says "day and night."

2Ti . Greatly desiring.—An intensive form of the word.

2Ti . Which dwelt.—Made its home. In thy grandmother.—Lois is not elsewhere mentioned.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
Anxiety for the Spiritual Welfare of the Absent—

I. Evidenced in unceasing prayer (2Ti ).—While Paul thanked God for the faith already existing in Timothy, and because of the evidence he gave of growth in faith, he prays constantly and with the greater urgency for its increase. Prayer is the more joyous when offered on behalf of one already saved. Little headway is made in piety where there is not much earnest prayer. Our desire for the spiritual improvement of those we love will break out in prayer; and the more we pray the more anxious we are that prayer should be answered on their behalf, and the greater interest we have in their highest good.

II. Revealed in the intense longing for the joy of a personal interview (2Ti ).—While we pray for the absent we are not altogether free from anxiety on their behalf. When Paul last parted from Timothy, he left the young, sensitive evangelist in tears (Act 20:37), and he remembered the times he had seen him weep under the strain of strong religious emotions. The aged apostle yearned to see Timothy once more, to converse with him, to impart yet more counsel, and to enjoy the fellowship of kindred spirits. A letter, however valued, is a cold medium through which to transmit the love of a warm heart. It is helpful to piety to enjoy congenial intercourse by speech and look and feeling.

III. Shown in recalling the claims of traditional piety (2Ti ).—Timothy had a religious training. His mother Eunice was a believing Jewess, though his father was a heathen. Paul also knew his grandmother Lois as a godly woman. So that Timothy was cradled in the midst of pious influences. Paul recognised faith in Timothy, not merely as a blessing transmitted to him from his progenitors, but as a personally enjoyed reality. Children cannot thank God sufficiently for a godly parentage. If they reject the gospel, the piety of their parents will witness against them, and aggravate their condemnation.

Lessons.—

1. The absent should be specially remembered in prayer. 

2. Christian fellowship is a stimulus to growth in grace. 

3. It is a joy to parents to see their children walking with them in the way to heaven.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . A Sympathetic Friend—

I. Constantly prays for the absent.

II. Remembers the tears shed at parting.

III. Finds his joy in personal intercourse.

2Ti . How far Grace can be entailed.

I. Though grace be not entailed from parent to child, yet the children of godly parents have a great advantage in religion.—

1. The advantage of the promise. 

2. Of good precepts. 

3. Of good precedents. 

4. Of correction. 

5. Of many a good prayer.

II. The persuasion of good in others.—

1. There is the persuasion of infallibility, and this only God hath. 

2. The persuasion of charity. 

3. The persuasion of a well and strong-grounded opinion.

III. The wisest of men easily may and sometimes are deceived in counting them good which are very counterfeit.—

1. In close-natured men, such as lie in at a close guard and offer no play, whose well is deep, and men generally want buckets to measure them. 

2. In various and inconstant men, which like Proteus never appear twice in the same shape, but differ as much from themselves as from other men, and are only certain in uncertainty. 

3. In affected dissemblers. Hypocrisy is as like piety as hemlock to parsley, and many hath been deceived therein.—T. Fuller.



Verse 6-7
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Stir up the gift.—As the soldier draws together the embers of his watch-fire, making the flame leap up, so St. Paul would have this good soldier of Jesus Christ attend to the charisma or gift within him. R.V. margin, "stir into flame."

2Ti . Spirit of fear.—Or cowardice. Alford thinks there is a touch of severity in this word for "fear," putting before Timothy his timidity in such a light as to shame him. If so, Timothy was not himself. A sound mind.—R.V. "discipline." Margin, "Gr. sobering."

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Responsibility of Divine Gifts.

I. Divine gifts are a moral equipment for the highest service.—

1. A spirit of fearlessness. "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power" (2Ti ). Not a spirit of cowardice, but of courage. 

(1) This courage enables us to confront and vanquish the enmity and reproach of the world. 

(2) To bear up under religious trials. 

(3) Is a Divinely inspired courage. 

2. A spirit of love (2Ti ). The spirit of love is a necessary counterpoise to the spirit of power, and prevents it from degenerating into bravado and presumptuous daring. 

(1) This love is disinterested. 

(2) Universal. 

(3) Inexhaustible. 

3. The spirit of a sound mind (2Ti ). The spirit of self-discipline and self-government—

(1) Has a keen perception and sober discrimination of the truth. 

(2) A love of the truth. 

(3) Love in the acquisition of the truth. 

(4) In the right use of the truth. What the ballast is to the balloon, the safety-valve to the steam-engine, the beam to the balance, the rudder to the ship, that the sound mind is to the Christian character.

II. The possession of Divine gifts involves responsibility for their use.—God bestows gifts not for display or adornment, but for use. Gifts unused will rust; it is only as they are exercised that they shine and illuminate ourselves and others. No man knows what he can do till he tries. God has left no man without a gift; there are latent possibilities in every man. The world is all the poorer to-day because of its unused talents. It is pitiable to see talent misdirected. Alexander the Great meeting with a man who, with much practice, could throw small peas through a needle's eye without once missing, ordered him a present suitable to his employment—a basket of peas. We accomplish our mission in life by faithfully and diligently using God's gifts.

III. We need to be stimulated to renewed zeal in the use of Divine gifts.—"Stir up the gift of God, which is in thee" (2Ti ). Away from the magnetic influence of Paul, Timothy might be tempted to be remiss. The apostle recognises the existence of the gift—the gift of grace and faith—of which Timothy gave evidence at his ordination, and urges him to keep it in active exercise. The best of men need reminding of past blessings, and to exert the power they already possess. Keble said on one occasion, he wished he could attend an ordination service every year of his life, that he might be reminded of first principles. We can never make the best of ourselves, or benefit others, without vigorous effort.

Lessons.—

1. No one man possesses every gift. 

2. God has left no man without a gift. 

3. We should use the gifts we have so as to honour God.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . Our Gift and the Divine Claim.

I. There is the ethnic or rare gift.

II. There is the family, hereditary gift.

III. There is to each one a gift from God distinctly personal.

IV. We thus come to the Christian gift.—A general capacity for service; a gift composed of many gifts.—Raleigh.

2Ti . The Christian's prevailing Spirit of Mind.

I. To what it stands opposed.—"A spirit of fear." Not the natural passion of fear, or a sense of danger; not the reverential fear of God; but a prevailing disposition of terror and timidity, a slavish dread of God as judge, or of man as an adversary, such a shrinking of the soul as destroys all holy confidence towards our heavenly Father and deprives us of all resolution in doing what is right.

II. In what it consists.—

1. A spirit of power. It denotes such a powerful impression of Divine truth and heavenly blessings as inspires us with vigour and resolution of mind in all we are called to do, in order to form ourselves upon the precepts of the gospel and to maintain its influence in the world. It is a spirit of energy in all that concerns the work of God, in opposition to everything like indifference, unsteadfastness, unfruitfulness. 

2. A spirit of love. The love of God—a devout adoration of His excellencies and a grateful sense of His benefits, powerfully constraining us to imitate those perfections we adore, and manifest towards others that love which we acknowledge. 

3. The spirit of a sound mind. The same thing as wisdom, prudence, a sober judgment, accompanied by composure and self-command; good sense, exalted and enlightened by heavenly wisdom, a mind free from the perturbations of passion and the extravagance of folly, capable of judging soundly and acting with sobriety.

III. Its excellence and use in the Christian life.—A spirit "God hath given us." All its principles are calculated to support each other and to form by their union a complete and consistent character. We see the spirit of power, without love, hardening into austerity, and, without soundness of mind, rushing into extravagance. We see the spirit of love, without power, sinking into a soft timidity, and, without soundness of mind, yielding the most sinful compliances. We see the spirit of a sound mind, without power, settling in sloth, and, without love, souring into selfishness. Without the spirit of power, all is feebleness; without the spirit of love, all is ferociousness; without the spirit of a sound mind, all is foolishness. The first is the acting hand, the second the feeling heart, the last the directing head.—J. Brewster.



Verses 8-12
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Of me His prisoner.—This might mean—(a) the prisoner belonging to Him; or (b) one who is a prisoner for His sake; or again (c) one whom He has bound: (b) seems best. Be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel.—R.V. "suffer hardship with the gospel." Alford, Huther, and Ellicott prefer "but suffer [with me] for the gospel." According to the power of God.—"In accordance with the power of God which is effectual in thee," or "which will not fail thee."

2Ti . Not according to our works, but … His own purpose.—"Purpose" here must not be interpreted quite as "foreordination."

2Ti . By the appearing.—Lit. "by the epiphany." This is the only use of the word to describe the advent of Christ in the flesh. It not only covers the act and moment of arrival, but indicates the resultant presence. In 2 Maccabees the word is used frequently of God's miraculous interposition on behalf of His people. Who hath abolished.—In the Septuagint this word means "to make to cease." In St. Paul's writings it always denotes a complete ceasing, an annihilation. Compare also Heb 2:14 : "In order that He might destroy [R.V. bring to nought] … the devil."

2Ti . A preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher.—The first with reference to the work and the method of doing it; the second with reference to his commission and the authority behind him; the third with reference to the recipients of the message, who need continual instruction in it.

2Ti . For I know whom I have believed.—A.V. margin, "trusted." Note the distinction between knowledge and trust. Faith with Paul has to do with salvation as a present thing. That which I have committed unto Him.—The Greek is capable of two meanings, as the R.V. margin shows. "My deposit" may be that which I entrust to another, or that which another commits to my care. See 2Ti 1:14.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Hardships of the Ministerial life—

I. Are to be fearlessly endured.—

1. In company with the bravest of God's servants. "Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel" (2Ti ). These words come with weight from the lips of a brave old warrior like Paul, and could not but inspirit the timid evangelist as they have inspired the courage of many sufferers for the truth since that day. Shame is the result of fear; but the love of Christ and His truth conquers fear and gives us boldness in witnessing and in suffering for Him. Some of the noblest men and women who have ever lived have endured inexpressible tortures for the gospel's sake. We may never be called to suffer as they did; but whatever may be our afflictions in the gospel, their heroism and fortitude will ever be an example to animate and sustain us. 

2. Being assured of Divine help. "According to the power of God" (2Ti ). The early martyrs were strengthened in the midst of their sufferings not only by the truth in which they believed and which became so precious to them, but by the power of God directly imparted to their souls. He who originated the gospel and who has saved us will never fail to help us in whatever sufferings we may be involved for the sake of the gospel. "Think not," writes Chrysostom, "that thou hast to bear these afflictions by thine own power; nay, it is by the power of God. It was a greater exercise of power than His making the heaven, His persuading the world to embrace salvation." The help of God fills the soul with fearlessness, and enables us even to rejoice in tribulation.

II. Are trifling compared with the substantial character of the gospel.—

1. This gospel provides a plan of salvation Divinely prearranged (2Ti ). The purpose to save was in the Divine mind before the world began, and was elaborated independent of any works of our own. Though we are sinners, God calls us with a holy calling; the call comes wholly from God and claims us wholly for God. The blessings offered to us in the gospel abundantly recompense us for whatever affliction we are called to endure. 

2. This gospel reveals an immortality of blessedness by the manifestation of Christ (2Ti ). The epiphany of Christ has wonderfully changed the outlook for humanity. Death, the dread and bondage of universal men, is abolished by the gospel, and the endless glories of another world are unveiled. In the Zend-Avesta we are told there is a tree, the king of trees, which is called the Death-Destroyer. It grows by the fountain of Ardecision—that is, by the water of life—and its sap confers immortality. It is but a tradition taken from the Bible. To come to Christ, to feed on Him by faith, as He is made known to us in the gospel, is to gain an immortality of bliss. 

3. The proclamation of this gospel is an honourable and important commission (2Ti ). The apostle regarded it as the highest distinction of his life that he was appointed a preacher and apostle of the gospel and a teacher of this glad evangel to the Gentiles, who had till his day been shut off from the religious privileges that had been exclusively claimed by the Jews. The first Jewish Christian believers were slow to admit that the heathen had an equal right with themselves to all the blessings of the new covenant. The Jewish prejudices of Paul were destroyed by his miraculous conversion, and it was revealed to him that his great life-mission was to proclaim to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, in which they had an equal share with all nations. The Christian missionary is honoured with a world-wide commission.

III. Are counterbalanced by the assurance of personal safety in the future (2Ti ).—God had committed to Paul the gospel as a sacred deposit for the salvation of others; and he has committed himself—his body, soul, and spirit—as a holy deposit to the Divine care, to be kept to the day of eternal redemption, The same gospel which he declares to others is the only ground for the preacher's own salvation. The celebrated Philippe de Mornay, prime minister of Henry IV. of France, one of the greatest statesmen and the most exemplary Christians of his age, being asked a little before his death if he still retained the same assured hope of future bliss which he had enjoyed during his illness, replied, "I am as confident of it from the incontestable evidence of the Spirit of God, as I ever was of any mathematical truth from all the demonstrations of Euclid."

Lessons.—

1. Fidelity in ministerial work involves labour and suffering. 

2. Whatever hardships the preaching of the gospel imposes should be cheerfully borne. 

3. The more we suffer for the truth the greater will be our reward.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Folly of Moral Cowardice.

I. Indolent indecision is an instrument of Satan for preserving the spirits of men in captivity to his will.

II. Shame—the fear of man's opinion—is another.

III. Are you ashamed of believing certain established truths such as the gospel comprises?

IV. Is it of the prudence of your course you are ashamed?

V. Is it of your superiority to common temptations, of hopes that place you above the pleasures of this world, and a serenity unaffected by its troubles?

VI. Are you indeed ashamed of communion with God?—A. Butler.

2Ti . Death defeated.

I. Let us inquire why, since Christ has abolished death, it is appointed to all men to die.—

1. This is from no want of power. 

2. From no want of merit in the work of human redemption. 

3. But it is in order that the truth of God might be vindicated. 

4. In order that it may remain as an example of the evil of sin. 

5. In order that it may remain as a way of destroying sin. 

6. In order to hint at the immortality beyond the grave. 

7. In order to teach men the lesson of faith in God. 

8. In order to enhance the glory of the ultimate conquest of the Redeemer.

II. Let us inquire in what sense Christ hath abolished death.—

1. It is not a mark of God's vindictive displeasure. 

2. The empire of death is not perpetual.—Homiletic Quarterly.

The Christian in Heaven.

I. The Scripture aids us in conceiving of the heavenly world.—

1. It enables us to conceive of it negatively. 

2. Figuratively. 

3. Comparatively. 

4. Positively.

II. The principal constituents of the heavenly state.—

1. You may reckon upon pre-eminent knowledge. 

2. Perfect purity. 

3. Delightful associations. 

4. On the presence and sight of the Saviour. 

5. The most exquisite enjoyment. 

6. The perpetuity of all this.

III. The Christian in his final destiny.—

1. He is in heaven as a monument of Divine grace. 

2. See the conduct of God towards him in this world explained and vindicated. 

3. See the justification of his choice. 

4. Inquire whether you will be a partaker of the same blessedness.—W. Jay.

Immortality.

I. Christ hath revealed the fact.

II. The gospel hath shed all the light we have on the nature of the life beyond, the mode or manner of immortality.

III. The gospel has not only brought immortality to light, but has revealed the means of reaching it.—J. Hamilton.

2Ti . Faith out of Danger—

I. Because of what we know of the character of the Saviour.

II. Because we know His ability

III. Because of our persuasion of His fidelity.



Verse 13-14
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Hold fast the form of sound words.—R.V. "Hold the pattern." The word for "form" or "pattern" occurs again only 1Ti 1:16. "Sound words" are healthy words. Sin is a diseased state of the nature; healthy words are the outcome of a sound heart (Mat 12:35).

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
Truth and the Soul.

I. That truth to be efficacious must be clearly and vividly apprehended.—"Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou has heard of me" (2Ti ). The "form" means a pattern plainly delineated and forcibly impressed on the mind by the sound words which fell from the lips or pen of the apostle. Clearness in the mental conception of the truth is necessary in order to grasp its meaning, see its beauty, and feel its power. Loose views of truth leave the soul more exposed to the ravages of error, and to become an easy victim to false teachers.

II. That truth is efficacious when received in the exercise of faith and love.—"In faith and love which is in Christ Jesus" (2Ti ). Faith and love are "the element in which my sound words had place, and in which thou art to have the vivid impression of them as thy inwardly delineated pattern, moulding conformably thy outward profession" (Fausset). The truth is a revelation of Christ; and in order to a saving appropriation of Christ the soul must be not only profoundly convinced that He is the truth, but also cordially embrace Him with a loving faith—a faith that works by love.

III. That truth is to be firmly held and jealously guarded.—"Hold fast the form of sound words.… That good thing which was committed unto thee keep" (2Ti ). Having once got the truth, never part with it. It is a goodly deposit, to be constantly fenced round with watchful care, and resolutely defended from all attacks of error. If we keep the truth, the truth will keep us. It is too precious to lose, and the pains it has cost us to acquire should teach us to value it the more. The struggle to maintain the truth may be fierce, but it is often only brief; and every triumph adds enormously to our spiritual strength. The more real truth becomes to the soul, the more firmly it is held and the more potent is its influence. Better to yield up our life than yield up the truth.

IV. That truth can be safely kept only by the aid of the indwelling Spirit.—"Keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us" (2Ti ). The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of truth. It is He who reveals it to the soul, deposits it there as a sacred trust, makes it efficacious in renewing the whole man, uses it as a sanctifying instrument; and He only can effectually guard it from the robbers who are seeking to rifle the soul of its hallowed possession. The Spirit plays a prominent part in the ministration of the truth. This should be constantly remembered, and His Divine aid fervently invoked.

Lessons.—

1. Truth should be studiously and prayerfully sought. 

2. Truth when found should be faithfully maintained. 

3. The soul realises its highest happiness in the love of the truth.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Form of Sound Words.

I. There exists an infinite Being, the great first Cause, whom we call God.

II. The Holy Scriptures are the only sufficient and authorised rule of faith and practice.

III. The sufferings and death of Christ are a full atonement for the sins of mankind.

IV. Man must undergo a great moral change.

V. The soul of man is immortal.

VI. There will be the resurrection of the dead.

VII. God has appointed a day for judgment.

VIII. Do not exchange this form of sound words for the uncertainties and delusions of infidelity.

IX. Beware of error in your religious doctrines.

X. Beware of holding the truth in unrighteousness.—J. Bromley.

2Ti . Religion a Good Thing.

I. Committed to us as a sacred deposit.

II. Is the work of the indwelling Spirit.

III. Is to be jealously guarded.



Verses 15-18
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Turned away from me.—This does not mean that they had departed from the place where he was, but that they had turned away their faces from him.

2Ti . The Lord give mercy.—This expression is not found again in the New Testament. The supposition that Onesiphorus was dead, and that therefore we have here warrant for praying for the dead, seems to overlook that St. Paul does not ask God to show mercy to Onesiphorus alone, but to his house. Surely all were not dead! He oft refreshed me.—The word properly means "to cool again." Like a breath of sweet cool air to a fever-ridden patient, or a draught of spring water to a dust-covered and hot traveller, so had the visits of Onesiphorus been to Paul in his confinement.

2Ti . Very diligently.—Alford translates the comparative form "with more diligence than could have been expected." R.V. says simply "diligently."

2Ti . Hay find mercy.—Apparently a play on words. "He found me; may he find mercy." The best key, perhaps, is to contrast 2Ti 4:16, where the apostle indulges the charitable hope that the fickle friends who deserted him at his sorest need may not have to answer for it. Thou knowest very well.—Lit. "thou knowest it better" (than there is any need to say it).

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Good Man in Trouble—

I. Is pained by the desertion of former friends (2Ti ).—Phygellus and Hermogenes and other Christians of Asia Minor had probably been asked to interest themselves in Paul's case, or to render some service to him; but they refused, and did not even show sympathy with him in his trouble. Some of the Asian brethren had escorted him on his way to Rome as far as Nicopolis; but when he was apprehended in that place, they turned away from him, not willing to risk the perils of being connected with Paul the prisoner. The desertion of a friend is all the more keenly felt when we are in difficulties, and when we recall his former kindnesses.

II. Is cheered by one conspicuous example of proved fidelity (2Ti ).—In contrast with the fickleness of others Paul mentions the devotion and generosity of Onesiphorus, who so far from being ashamed of the prisoner sought him out diligently, and ministered to the apostle's wants in Rome, as he had done before in Ephesus. One friend in adversity is an unspeakable comfort, and the distressed heart clings to him with the greater tenacity. There are times when we are completely thrown back upon the one Friend who is above all others, and who never fails us in our extremity.

III. Breathes a fervent prayer for the man who ministered sympathy and help.—"The Lord give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus.… The Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day" (2Ti ; 2Ti 1:18). On the assumption that Onesiphorus was dead when this prayer was uttered, a fierce controversy has raged round these words in favour of prayers for the dead. If we admit that Onesiphorus was dead, this prayer can mean nothing more than that God will have mercy at the day of judgment on those who have done good to us and others during their life on earth, which is a very different thing from the prayers for the dead which are advocated and practised by a certain school. But it cannot be satisfactorily proved that Onesiphorus was dead at the time these words were written. His household would not retain his name after the master was dead; and we have no example of Paul praying for the dead. God blesses not only the good man himself, but all his household; and it is a natural and appropriate prayer that God would show mercy to those who have shown mercy to us in our sufferings and need.

Lessons.—

1. The good are not exempt from trouble. 

2. Trouble tests the reality of professed friendship. 

3. In his greatest trouble the good man is not utterly forsaken.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . Onesiphorus.

I. The conduct of Onesiphorus.—

1. He visited the apostle in prison. 

2. He refreshed him by his conversation. 

3. He made common cause with him. 

4. On other occasions he rendered him active service.

II. Requital of Paul.—

1. Grateful remembrance of him in his own heart. 

2. Fond mention of him to Timothy. 

3. Earnest prayer for him to God. 

(1) Look more on the bright than on the dark side of the picture of your lot. 

(2) Christianity does not extinguish any of the innocent feelings of human nature, and improves those which are amiable. 

(3) Beneficence is a native proof of Christianity, and a leading test, specially in the affluent, of Christian character. 

(4) There is a Christian mode of expressing gratitude. 

(5) By kindness to Christians we acquire an interest in their prayers. 

(6) Deeds of charity are not meritorious in the sight of God.—G. Brooks.

2Ti . St. Paul's Prayer for Onesiphorus.

I. The day the apostle speaks of.—

1. His thoughts were often dwelling on that day. 

2. It intimates that that day is a most important one. Other days are important to some, but this will be important to all.

II. His prayer.—

1. Our final salvation in the great day of the Lord will be an act of mercy. 

2. We all still need mercy. 

3. We all must find mercy.—C. Bradley.

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1-2
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Be strong.—R.V. "be strengthened," and continue so.

2Ti . Among many witnesses.—The instrumental form, lit. "by the mediation of," here is equal to "in presence of many witnesses," who were present to confirm the word. Able to teach others.—The others would not always be docile learners—others of a different quality or spirit, it is indicated.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Permanence of Christian Doctrine.

I. That Christian doctrine becomes more vivid as the soul is strengthened by Divine grace.—"Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus" (2Ti ). In contrast to the weak conduct of those who had forsaken him, and in imitation of the devotion of a man like Onesiphorus and of his own resolute attitude, the apostle exhorts Timothy to seek increased spiritual strength. In our own strength we can do nothing; but in the grace supplied by Christ to all who believe in Him and ask Him, we find all we need for strengthening our own Christian character, and for imparting instruction to others. Our power to do good will depend upon the degree in which the truth influences our own souls. In the meeting of Elijah and Ahab at the plot of Naboth we have an illustration of the contrast between strength and weakness: the righteous man is strong, the wicked man weak and vacillating.

II. That the reality of Christian doctrine is attested by reliable witnesses.—"The things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses" (2Ti )—by means of many witnesses. Every true believer is a witness of the truth. In other words, the truth is its own witness, exemplified in the changed lives and righteous conduct of those who have embraced it. The public teacher is called by his office to be a faithful and true witness, and the soundness of his doctrine is attested by the manifold witnesses of its transforming power.

III. That the permanence of Christian doctrine is secured by careful transmission to faithful and competent teachers.—"The same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2Ti ). There is only one gospel, and this has been authenticated by its own intrinsic value and by the testimony of incorruptible witnesses, and every care must be taken to preserve this gospel inviolate and transmit it in its purity and strength to future generations. Care must also be taken that the human vehicle of the truth be duly fitted and prepared to convey it to others. Here we have the earliest indication of the formation of a theological school, which shall not only train men to instruct the ignorant, but to defend and maintain the truth in its integrity. The teachers of Christian doctrine must be not only able to teach, but be men of unblemished character and undoubted fidelity. Truth will be rendered permanent not simply by human creeds and ecclesiastical traditions, but by living witnesses of its converting power.

Lessons.—

1. Christian doctrine and practice must go together. 

2. We can only witness for the truth as we know it. 

3. Experimental religion is the best guarantee of the permanence of truth.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Custody of the Gospel.

I. The truth of the gospel has been verified by reliable witnesses (2Ti ).

II. Is to be handed on to the custody of faithful and competent teachers (2Ti ).

III. Personal growth in the grace of Christ is essential to the safe custody of the gospel.



Verses 3-7
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Endure hardness.—R.V. "Suffer hardship with me." Compare 2Ti 1:8, where the same word occurs. It would seem more consistent to refer the fellowship in each case to St. Paul, in behalf of the gospel.

2Ti . No man that warreth entangleth himself.—R.V. "No soldier on service." The word for "entangleth himself" occurs again only 2Pe 2:20. St. Paul had before him living illustrations of his saying. The Roman soldier carried his home on his back. Who hath chosen him to be a soldier.—R.V. "who enrolled him as a soldier." This phrase is represented by one word in the original. It is the term for the general who collects an army.

2Ti . Strive for masteries. ―R.V. "contend in the games." In the best Attic Greek the word would mean to work, to endure. Lawfully.—1Ti 1:8. Conformably to law. Not merely of the contest itself, but also of the preparation and training for it.

2Ti . The husbandman that laboureth.—The notion of "laboureth" is that of the weariness and lassitude which follow the straining of his powers to the utmost. The lesson seems to be "No sweat, no sweet."

2Ti . Understanding.—Here means the power of putting things together. It is, as Bishop Lightfoot suggests, the critical application of wisdom to details.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
Phases of the Christian Life.

I. The Christian life is a military service.—

1. The power of endurance is acquired by continuous drill. "Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (2Ti ). "Military service involves self-sacrifice, endurance, discipline, vigilance, obedience, ready co-operation with others, sympathy, enthusiasm, loyalty" (Plummer). Tertullian writes: "Even in peace soldiers learn betimes to suffer warfare by toil and discomforts, by marching in arms, running over the drill-ground, working at trench-making, constructing the tortoise, till the sweat runs again. In like manner do ye, O blessed ones, account whatever is hard in your lot as discipline of the powers of your mind and body. Ye are about to enter for the good fight, in which the living God gives the prizes, and the Holy Spirit prepares the combatants, and the crown is the eternal prize of an angel's nature, citizenship in heaven, glory for ever and ever. Therefore your trainer Jesus Christ has seen good to separate you from a state of freedom for rougher treatment, that power may be made strong in you." 

2. The efficiency of service must not be impaired by being excessively engrossed with other occupations (2Ti ). The soldier is wholly devoted to his profession, and his term of service is spent either in warfare or in preparation for it. He abandons all other occupations: they would interfere with his efficiency and with his prospects of promotion. So the Christian soldier, if he is to render good service, must not be entangled with worldly affairs: not that he can ignore them or neglect them; but he must guard against their interfering with the obedience he owes to His heavenly Commander.

II. The Christian life is an athletic contest.—

1. Victory is gained only by great effort. "And if a man also strive for masteries" (2Ti ). Tertullian, continuing his address to martyrs, passes by an easy transition from training for military service to training for athletic contest. "For the athletes also are set apart for stricter discipline that they may have time to build up their strength. They are kept from luxury, from daintier meats, from too pleasant drink; they are driven, tormented, distressed. The harder their labours in training the greater their hopes of victory. Virtue is built up by hardness, but by softness is overthrown." 

2. Reward is given only to those who faithfully observe the rules of the contest. "Yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully" (2Ti ). The athlete, though gaining the victory, is not crowned unless he has observed all the conditions of the contest, and the preparation for it as to self-denying diet, exercise, self-restraint, chastity, and decorum. So in the Christian course the prize is given to him who has obeyed all the rules. To share the glory of Christ we must share His suffering: if we shrink from the cross, we miss the crown.

III. The Christian life is moral husbandry.—

1. Implying diligent toil. "The husbandman that laboureth" (2Ti ). The husbandman knows that according to the labour put into the soil will be its fruitfulness. Christianity not only inculcates work, but ennobles it. Work is necessary for sustenance, and is the condition of all growth. Mental and moral excellence are attained only by great labour. 

2. The diligent worker is entitled to reward. "Must be first partaker of the fruits" (2Ti ). The first to enjoy the results of work should be he who has been most diligent. "In all labour there is profit." Work is the pathway to success and honour.

IV. The manifold phases of the Christian life require earnest thought.—"Consider what I say" (2Ti ). Christianity must be studied in its many-sided aspects; and it will always be suggestive to regard it as a military service, an athletic contest, and as moral husbandry. But much as we reflect and ponder, it is the Lord only who can give us true understanding in all things. "Timothy is not the only Christian or the only minister who is in danger of being disgusted, disheartened, and dismayed by the coldness and apathy of professing friends, and by the hostility and contempt of secret or open enemies. We are at times inclined to murmur because the rest for which we so often yearn is not given us here—rest from toil, from temptation, from sin. Such a Sabbath rest is the prize in store for us; but we cannot have it here. And if we desire to have it hereafter, we must keep the rules of the arena—self-control, self-sacrifice, work" (Plummer).

Lessons.—

1. Religion is adapted to all conditions of life. 

2. Obedience is the pathway of safety and success. 

3. The highest prizes of religion are not secured without self-denying effort.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Military Discipline—

I. Requires the putting off or excision of the world as an interruptive and disqualifying power.

II. Raises spirit and high impulse by a training under authority exact and absolute.

III. We find in military discipline how to put a more genial look on our crosses and required self-denials.

IV. The military discipline has as little direct concern to beget happiness as it has to compel self-abnegation.

V. Whatever we get we must somehow fight for it.—Bushnell.



Verses 8-13
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . I suffer trouble.—R.V. "hardship." As an evil-doer.—He is treated as one would be whose whole aim was to do evil—a constant menace to society. Unto bonds.—"Up to the point of bonds." The indignity of the imprisonment was keenly felt by St. Paul, as well as bodily discomfort. But the word of God is not bound.—Chrysostom explains, "My hands are bound, but not my tongue." A better contrast is between the messenger and the message. They have bound the messenger, but the message runs on and defies bondage.

2Ti . I endure all things.—This does not denote suffering pure and simple, but the willing, steadfast endurance of it (Huther)—a brave bearing up rather than a passive endurance (Ellicott).

2Ti . It is a faithful saying.—I.e. what follows. "We cannot be certain whether the sentences following are strophes from a Christian hymn or not—probably they are" (Huther). If we be dead.—R.V. "if we died." Some have thought that St. Paul writes of the actual death of the body in martyrdom. The parallel thought in Rom 6:8 seems to be against this. Others say, "The definite event indicated by the form of the verb takes place in baptism."

2Ti . If we deny Him.—If by any possibility through fear of suffering we should deny any relationship to Him.

2Ti . If we believe not.—R.V. "if we are faithless." Meyer contends that the word always means to be unbelieving in the New Testament. Ellicott and Alford agree that it is not simply unfaithfulness but definitely unbelief that is meant here.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Apostolic Gospel—

I. Had for its leading theme the resurrection of Christ from the dead.—"Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel" (2Ti ). The apostles gave special prominence to the resurrection of Christ. It was the most astounding event of the time, and was an unanswerable evidence of the Divine power of Jesus. The Jews could not deny the fact, for they or their friends were witnesses of it: all their plots against Jesus were baffled; their rage was impotent. The gospel to-day preaches not a dead but a living Christ—Christ incarnate, Christ crucified, Christ risen, Christ regnant and triumphant.

II. Entailed suffering in its proclamation.—"Wherein I suffer trouble.… I endure all things for the elect's sakes" (2Ti ). The enemies of the gospel could not destroy its facts or answer its arguments: they took their revenge on its propagators, whose only fault was that they spoke the truth. They testified of what they had seen and felt—they could not do otherwise; and for this they suffered. It is hard to suffer for telling the truth; but it would be harder still for the true preacher to tell a lie. Suffering for the gospel's sake has helped its spread. The most savage persecutors have been convinced and conquered.

III. Revealed the greatness of man's salvation.—"That they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ with eternal glory" (2Ti ). The apostles not only announced the resurrection of Christ as an undeniable fact, but showed how that fact brought hope and salvation to perishing men. The world had never before heard such news; it seemed almost too good to be true. The grandeur of the blessings offered, staggered them. Salvation is not only rescue from present and future misery, but is the affluent bestowment of unutterable and eternal glory; it is an ever-expanding benediction.

IV. Affirmed certain important and suggestive truths (2Ti ).—The symmetrical form of "the faithful saying," and the rhythmical balance of the parallel clauses in these verses, make it probable that they formed part of an ancient Church hymn. The apostolic gospel is here compressed into a short, intelligible, and suggestive formula. To die with Christ is to live with Him; to suffer with Him is to reign with Him; to deny Him is to be denied: if we believe Him not, his faithfulness remains intact. The phrases constitute an epitome of the gospel as to its reception and results. If man changes, Christ cannot change—another argument to remain steadfast in the faith.

Lessons.—

1. The leading theme of the gospel is Christ. 

2. The gospel cannot be silenced by persecution. 

3. The glory of the gospel is its saving effects.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . Salvation with Eternal Glory.

I. The necessity of salvation.—

1. Sin is the cause of danger and ruin. 

2. Salvation cannot be procured by human arts or inventions.

II. The source of salvation.—"In Christ Jesus." 

1. By designation and promise. 

2. By qualification. 

3. Salvation is dispensed by Him.

III. Salvation on earth is succeeded by eternal glory in heaven.—

1. Freedom from sin and its consequences. 

2. Introduction into heaven. 

3. The everlasting vision of Deity.—Helps for the Pulpit.

2Ti . Denial of Christ.

I. We may take the part of His enemies, or ignore His supreme claim to allegiance.

II. We may transform Him into a myth, a fairy tale, a subjective principle.

III. Find a substitute in our own life for His grace.

IV. Assume that He is not the ground of our reconciliation, nor the Giver of salvation, nor the sole Head of His Church.—Local Preacher's Treasury.



Verses 14-18
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Charging them.—Adjure them on their oath of fealty.

2Ti . Study to shew thyself.—R.V. "Give diligence to present thyself." The word expresses eager striving, and has a suggestion of making haste (cf. 2Ti 4:9; 2Ti 4:21). A workman that needeth not to be ashamed.—One who has nothing to be ashamed of either in his methods of work or in the examination of his work. For the idea see 1Co 3:13. Rightly dividing the word of truth.—R.V. "handling aright," lit. "cutting straight." The idea of cutting was gradually lost as the word came to signify to manage rightly, to go about a thing in the best way. Same word in LXX. of Pro 3:6, "direct."

2Ti . Profane.—1Ti 1:9; 1Ti 4:7; 1Ti 6:20. That which is common to all—in a religious sense, of things not withdrawn by consecration from general use. The natural antagonism between profane and holy grew into a moral antagonism. They will increase.—They will beat forward. See the note on "profiting" in 1Ti 4:15. Compare also 1Jn 2:9.

2Ti . Will eat as doth a canker.—R.V. "gangrene." An eating ulcer like a cancer, called in Galen "the cold burn." Hippocrates says it is "the state of a tumour between inflammation and entire mortification." Luke the physician was with St. Paul (2Ti 4:11).

2Ti . Saying that the resurrection is past already.—As though they said, "The only resurrection you are ever likely to know has taken place already; for the flesh, once corrupted, never rises again."

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
Solemn Exhortations on Vital Themes.

I. To avoid unnecessary controversy.—

1. Controversy assumes a very different spirit when conducted as in the presence of God. "Charging them before the Lord" (2Ti ). The efforts of the controversialist are usually directed more to gaining a victory over his opponent than to secure the triumph of the truth: the contest is apt to degenerate into personalities, and the truth is clouded with the mists of human passions. The true champion of the truth must be willing to efface himself, and to remember the cause is not his but God's. He must conduct his case as in the presence of God, and be assured that God will triumphantly defend His own cause. Nothing is gained if the truth suffers in the least degree. 

2. Verbal controversy is profitless. "That they strive not about words to no profit" (2Ti ). "We have two ears and one tongue," said Zeno, "that we may hear much and talk little." A remarkable modern writer asserts that empty talk is on the increase in the world. The superabundance is alarming; a new deluge is threatened; the spirit is lost in hollow words. Invention in all spheres is on the increase, the invention of pretences remarkably so. One feels inclined to call out with Hamlet despairingly, "Words, words, words!" Words are the dominant power nowadays in so-called intellectual pursuits: it is not the informing spirit, but the phrase, which is puffed and offered for sale. 

3. Verbal controversy tends to unsettle. "To the subverting of the hearers" (2Ti ). Much talking does not build up, but pulls down. Idle controversies have wrought widespread mischief. The metaphysical contest between the Jesuits and Jansenists on the sufficiency and efficacy of the grace of God in salvation thickened into a confusion of words, till the Jesuits introduced into this logomachy papal bulls, royal edicts, and a regiment of dragoons.

II. To aim at becoming a worker in the truth Divinely approved.—

1. This is attained only by diligent study. "Study"—be earnest, diligent—"to shew thyself approved unto God" (2Ti ). It is presumption to expect the help of the Spirit without earnest study and prayer. Patient and sustained investigation will lead to rare discoveries of truth. In all our studies we should seek not our own intellectual gratification, but the Divine approval. The loftiest inquiries after truth terminate in God. 

2. This gives courage in declaring and defending the truth. "A workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (2Ti ). Dividing the word is a metaphor taken from a father or steward cutting and distributing bread among his children. We must have the confidence and courage to cut a straight line for the truth in which we can walk straightforward, turning neither to the right nor the left. When we confuse the truth, we become ourselves confused and exposed to shame.

III. To be superior to the profanity that wraps up error in the garb of truth.—

1. Profanity in speech engenders sin (2Ti ). Sin in speech soon becomes sin in act. A profane coachman, pointing to one of the horses he was driving, said to a pious traveller, "That horse, sir, knows when I swear at him." "Yes," said the traveller, "and so does One above." Shun profane and vain babblings; stand above, separate from, be superior to them. 

2. Error is a deadly disease. "Their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenus and Philetus" (2Ti ). The consuming progress of mortification is the image. They pretend to give rich spiritual pasture to their disciples: the only pasture is that of a spiritual cancer, or gangrene, feeding on their vitals (Fausset). 

3. Error on one fundamental truth is disastrous to faith (2Ti ). To teach that the Resurrection is past is to take away one important feature of our hope as to future bliss. We must not confuse the future resurrection of the body with the spiritual resurrection of the soul from the death of sin. The truths of the gospel are homogeneous: to reject one is to impair our faith in all.

Lessons.—

1. Truth is rarely helped by controversy. 

2. Progress in truth is pleasing to God. 

3. Error is the foe of practical godliness.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Important Function of the Gospel Ministry.

I. Rightly to divide the word of truth is clearly and accurately to distinguish truth from error.

II. To mark the proper distinctions between the law and the gospel.

III. To point out the proper connection and harmony which subsist among the doctrines of the gospel.

IV. To treat the various branches of Divine revelation according to their just importance and influence.

V. To unfold the truths of God seasonably and in a suitableness to the calls of Providence and the circumstances of mankind.—P. Hutchison.

2Ti . Useless Talk—

I. Tends to augment impiety (2Ti ).

II. Corrupts and destroys the life of godliness (2Ti ).

III. Is fruitful in spreading pernicious errors (2Ti ).

IV. Unsettles the faith of young converts.



Verses 19-22
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . The foundation of God standeth sure.—R.V. "the firm foundation of God standeth." St. Paul's one foundation is Jesus Christ in His complete character and work. Having this seal.—Probably in allusion to the practice of engraving inscriptions over doors and on pillars and foundations.

2Ti . Of earth.—Of burnt clay. St. Paul says God's treasure is entrusted to earthen vessels (2Co 4:7).

2Ti . Purge himself from these.—The form of the word "purge" is intensive, as Chrysostom noted: "He said not cleanse, but cleanse out, that is cleanse absolutely." It is no indifferent reform that will please St. Paul, but reform altogether, like Hamlet's. Meet for the master's use.—Fit for using by the master of the house.

2Ti . Youthful lusts.—Pertaining to youth and characteristic of it. "Effeminate luxury, immoderate laughter [pleasure], empty honour, and suchlike things" (Theodoret). Follow righteousness.—As in 1Ti 6:11, the apostle warns Timothy to flee from some things and follow others, so he does here. With them that call on the Lord.—The question here is whether Timothy is to follow righteousness, etc., with them, or whether he is to adopt a pacific course towards those who call, etc. With Heb 12:14 in view, perhaps the view of Ellicott and Huther that the latter is the meaning is the better.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Security and Purity of the Church.

I. The Church is Divinely founded.—"The foundation of God standeth sure" (2Ti ). Or, according to R.V., "Howbeit the firm foundation of God standeth." The Church is secure because it rests on God: no other foundation could bear the magnificent superstructure which is being built upon it. There is a story told of Julian the Apostate that, in his youth, he tried to raise a memorial shrine to the holy Mamas; but as he built, the earth at the foundation crumbled—God and the holy martyr refusing to accept the labour and offering of his hands. It is a significant allegory of men who toil and build on rotten and insecure foundations.

II. The Church has a Divine and a human aspect.—

1. The Divine aspect. This is indicated in the inscription, "The Lord knoweth them that are His" (2Ti ). The members of the Church live in different ages, in different climes, among different nationalities, and in varying conditions; but the Lord knows them all, and each one has his place in the grand Divine commonwealth. The omniscient God is the strength and comfort of His Church. 2. The human aspect. "Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity" (2Ti 2:19). The Lord recognises as His only those who are holy. Some seventy years after Pentecost the veil is lifted by the hand of a Roman statesman from the comparative obscurity of the Christian Church, and discloses an army of soldiers of the cross whose bond of union is still stamped conspicuously with the apostolic seal, "Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity." At the commencement of the second century Pliny reports to Trajan, as the result of what he could extort from the Christians in his province, "that this was the sum of their fault or error, that they were wont to meet together on a stated day before sunrise and sing a hymn to Christ as God, and bind themselves by a sacramentum that they would not commit theft or robbery or adultery, that they would not break faith nor repudiate a trust." A memorable record! honourable to the Roman to whose impartial accuracy it is due, as well as to the Church whose clear and simple character it reflects, and more precious, alike in its historical and in its practical instruction, than many a famous volume (Wace).

III. The grade of membership in the Church depends on moral character (2Ti ).—As in a great house there are vessels of gold and silver, and wood and earth—their use being according to their quality—so in the Church every member has his place and use. "The ark of Noah is a type of the Church: as in the former there were together the leopard and the kid, the wolf and the lamb, so in the latter the righteous and sinners, vessels of gold and silver, with vessels of wood and earth" (Jerome). The distinguishing feature in the Church is not wealth, ability, or social distinction, but holiness.

IV. High moral character qualifies for exalted service in the Church (2Ti ).—Paul was himself a vessel of honour: once among those of wood and of earth, he afterwards became by grace one of gold. Full out-and-out consecration to God is the qualification for noblest work. God entrusts His loftiest missions to His holiest servants.

V. The Church demands purity in all its members (2Ti ).—Especially are youthful lusts to be shunned. There are some temptations which are best conquered by flight. The graces of righteousness, faith, charity, must be followed in "peace with all that call upon God out of a pure heart." The Church is the centre of peace and purity.

Lessons.—

1. The Church is dear to God. 

2. The Church is a witness for God. 

3. The Church is powerful only as it is pure.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . Christians must forsake Evil.

I. Those described.—"Every one that nameth the name of Christ."—

1. To name the name of Christ is to accept Him. 

2. To profess Him openly. 

3. To be identified with Him.

II. The command.—"Depart from iniquity." 

1. Because a departure from iniquity is involved in accepting Christ. 

2. Because otherwise we must be involved in the deepest guilt. 

3. Because we must be acting a part characterised by the vilest hypocrisy. 

4. Because in Christ there is grace and strength to obey this command.—Stewart.

The Foundation of God.

I. The Lord knoweth them that are His.—

1. As redeemed by Him. 

2. By the Spirit's work in them. 

3. By the need they have of Him. 

4. By the love they bear Him. 

5. By the work they do for Him. 

6. By their suffering for and with Him. 

7. As waiting for Him.

II. Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.—

1. Naming the name of Christ comes before departing from iniquity. 

2. Is to be followed by departing from iniquity. 

3. Naming the name of Christ and departing from iniquity thus go together.—R. S. Candlish.

2Ti . Fit for the Master's Service.

I. There are some in the Church the Master cannot use because they are not fit for service.—

1. Because they hold false doctrines. 

2. Because they are given to vain babblings.

II. What constitutes fitness for Christ's service?—

1. Uprightness of character. 

2. Fidelity to duty. 

3. Love. 

4. Peace.—Lay Preacher.



Verses 23-26
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . And the servant of the Lord must not strive.—The wrangling spirit that delights in strife should never be seen in the messenger of the gospel of peace and good-will. But be gentle.—The word occurs again in New Testament only at 1Th 2:7. "It is used of an amiable conduct or disposition of a superior towards an inferior," or "an outward mildness and gentleness especially in bearing with others." Apt to teach.—He must be didactic—not only having the ability but the willingness to teach. Though the public address in the congregation was permitted to every one with a charisma, still the bishop in particular had to know how to handle doctrine. Patient.—Able to endure evil, as it is directed against himself. On the necessity of a high priest being compassionate to the erring see Heb 5:2.

2Ti . Those that oppose themselves.—When a man imagines those who are bent on his welfare are his worst enemies, he sets himself with very determined opposition.

2Ti . That they may recover themselves.—A.V. margin, "awake." R.V. margin, "Gr. return to soberness." The preposition in the compound word may express motion from beneath, and so the word would mean that they may come up out of the stupefaction which holds them down, but the classical meaning is, to become sober again. Heretical teaching, like intoxication, clouds men's wits. Who are taken captive by him at his will.—R.V. "having been taken captive by the Lord's servant unto the will of God." The sense conveyed by the A.V. (which is the interpretation given by most modern commentators) is singularly flat and insipid, says Bishop Ellicott. The R.V., which gives the interpretation of Wetstein, Bengel, and others, is equally objectionable, says the same authority, who adopts with but little hesitation the interpretation of Beza. This connects "that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil" with "unto His will," i.e. unto God's will. So we get the translation, "And that they may return to soberness out of the snare of the devil, though holden captive by him to do his will." See R.V. marginal note.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Duty of the Gospel Teacher.

I. To remember that he is the servant of the Lord (2Ti ).—The minister of the gospel is not the servant of man, or of a clique or party, nor is he the servant of the Church excepting so far as in serving the Church he is serving the Lord. His high distinction is to be the servant of the Lord; from Him he receives his commission and authority, and to Him he is accountable. The servant should seek to imitate the spirit and example of his Master.

II. To be careful to avoid themes provocative of useless contention (2Ti ).—A spark will raise a conflagration; a single word may light the lurid torch of war. "You may tame the wild beast; the conflagration of the American forest will cease when all the timber and the dry wood is consumed; but you cannot arrest the progress of that cruel word you uttered carelessly yesterday or this morning" (Robertson). Of all men the minister of the gospel should be cautious and circumspect in speech. An indiscreet word may lead to endless contention.

III. To mingle gentleness and patience with sound and faithful instruction (2Ti ).—The successful teacher must have not only intelligence and ability, but the aptitude that comes from patient study and the gentleness which is the fruit of stern self-discipline. He is to be gentle that he may not be the cause of wrong, and patient so as to endure wrong. To gain influence with others we must practise much self-suppression. The simplest statement of truth will sometimes raise opposition. It should be our aim to allay or disarm opposition, so that the taught may receive with meekness the engrafted word. Truth is most effective in the mind prepared for its reception. The judicious teacher will know when and how to speak.

IV. To aim at the moral rescue of those ensnared in error (2Ti ).—The gospel teacher has to contend not only with subtle phases of error, but with the devil, the great master-spirit of all error. To rescue man from sin is to snatch him from the clutches of the evil one. Everything depends on the manner and spirit in which the truth is presented, and every possible means should be used to ensure success. Anthony Blane, one of Felix Neff's earlier converts, was very earnest in winning souls for Christ. The enemies of the gospel were angry at his success, and treated him with scoffs and threats. One night he was followed by a man in a rage, who struck him a violent blow on the head. "May God forgive and bless you!" was Anthony's quiet and Christian rejoinder. A few days after the same man met him in a narrow road, and stretching out his hand beseechingly, cried in a tremulous voice, "Mr. Blane, forgive me, and let all be over!" Thus did this disciple of Christ, by gentle and peaceful words, make a friend of an enemy.

Lessons.—

1. The best teacher is always anxious to learn. 

2. To teach others to profit we must be masters of ourselves. 

3. The highest end of teaching is the salvation of others.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Model Preacher—

I. Avoids occasions of strife.

II. Understands the use and power of gentleness.

III. Is thoroughly master of his theme.

IV. Aims at the immediate rescue of men from the thraldom of sin and Satan.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-5
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . In the last days.—In the time just before the Lord's appearing, in which wickedness will come to a head—a head that will be crushed. Perilous times shall come.—"Grievous seasons will ensue."

2Ti . Lovers of their own selves.—"No man ever yet hated his own flesh," says St. Paul. The men here spoken of are they who make undue provision for softness and ease, the self-indulgent. Covetous.—Obliterates the similarity of sound. As we might say, "lovers of selves" and "lovers of silver" as, it ministers to self. Boasters.—"The word originally designated the vagabond mountebanks, conjurors, etc., and from them was transferred to any braggart or boaster vaunting himself in possession of that which was not his" (Trench). Proud.—R.V. "haughty." Such as out of a swollen estimate of their own importance look down on others. Quoting Pro 3:34, St. James and St. Peter remind us that "God resisteth"—sets Himself in battle-array against—"the proud." Unthankful.—The graceless. The only other use in the New Testament describes those who take good from the hand of the all bountiful Father without grace (Luk 6:35).

2Ti . Without natural affection.—Especially that between parents and children. Trucebreakers.—R.V. "implacable." "The absolutely irreconcilable" (Trench). False accusers.—R.V. "slanderers." Gr. διάβολοι (whence "devils"). Despisers of those that are good.—Gr. "no friends of the good."

2Ti . Traitors.—The word is used of Judas (Luk 6:16) and the Jewish authorities (Act 6:15). It means men among whom there is no fidelity. Heady.—R.V. "headstrong"—lit. "falling forward"—the reckless, impetuous. Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God.—R.V. "rather than lovers of God." If the love of pleasure, coarse or refined, is paramount, it will be at the cost of the love of God.

2Ti . Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.—It is a new heathendom under a Christian name which St. Paul here describes.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The End of the Christian Dispensation.

I. It will be a period of great moral danger.—"In the last days perilous times shall come" (2Ti )—difficult and grievous times, when it will be difficult to know what is to be done, what to believe, who to believe, how to act. There will be indifference to revealed truth, nay, to all truth; making light of error, and not reproving it; holding that all religions are so far right and acceptable, and that there are a thousand ways to heaven, if there be a heaven or a hell at all. Laxity of opinion and laxity of morals will prevail. Immorality will overflow in every form, and not be condemned. A loose faith, a loose practice, an easy law, an easy gospel, all the worst forms of a benumbing latitudinarianism will prevail.

II. It will be a period in which all kinds of vice will abound (2Ti ).—The catalogue of sins enumerated in these verses indicate a relapse of the professing Christian Church into the worst vices of the rankest heathenism. Even the young will be infected with the degeneracy of the times. The leading characteristic of the sinners of that age is described in the phrase, "Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God."

III. It will be a period in which true godliness will be falsified.—"Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof" (2Ti ). Vice is only aggravated when it is practised under the garb of religion; its assumed guise renders it not less but more detestable: it is a daring attempt to drag God down to the level of our sins. Samuel Rutherford has said that there is a spice of hypocrisy in us all. This may be so; but it is another thing when we consciously and deliberately act the hypocrite. The hypocrite maps out the road to heaven, knows it well, has sounded with plummet the depths of the promises, and can talk about them. But he has accepted a two-parts Christ. There is a little pet sin snugly tucked up in a warm corner of his heart that he is unwilling to part with. Christ is his priest, his prophet, but he will not have Him as his king; he will not have this Man to reign over and in him.

IV. It will be a period in which there will be little hope of reclaiming the apostates.—"From such turn away" (2Ti ). Their case is hopeless; all efforts to benefit them are unavailing; they must be left to the just recompense of their evil ways. It is the acme of obstinate wickedness when all hope of recovery has to be abandoned. If the gospel is persistently rejected, there is no possibility of salvation. It is a sad reflection that there may be those now in our midst who are as desperately vile as any in the last days can be.

Lessons.—

1. The last days will be conspicuous for abounding iniquity. 

2. The last days will be a severe trial of faith. 

3. The last days will witness the signal punishment of the unbelieving.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . Self-love.

I. Self-love pursuing what is upon the whole absolutely best for us is innocent and good.

II. There can be no culpable self-love but in respect of temporal things.—Even in this respect there may be degree of self-love, not only innocent but praiseworthy.

III. A vicious self-love.—

1. Manifested in pride. 

2. Sensuality. 

3. Avarice or self-interestedness.

Lessons.—

1. Self-lovers are not greater enemies to others in intention than they are in effect to themselves. 

2. There can be no such thing as true happiness separate from the love of God and our neighbours.—Waterland.

2Ti . A Form of Godliness without the Power.

I. A form of godliness.—

1. An outward profession of religion. 

2. An affectation of godly discourse. 

3. Affecting certain modes and fashionable gestures of godliness. 

4. A reliance on outward duties of religion.

II. A man may have a form of godliness when yet he is very far from the power—the truth and reality of it.—Formalists are described in 2Ti .—Bishop Bull.



Verses 6-9
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Silly women.—The diminutive term ("little women") is not found again in New Testament. The contemptuous epithet indicates their weakness and proneness to temptation.

2Ti . Never able.—In the nature of things whilst such conditions lasted. To come to the knowledge.—I.e. the complete knowledge.

2Ti . Jannes and Jambres.—According to Jewish tradition, sons of Balaam, at first teachers, then opponents, of Moses. They perished with the Egyptians in the Red Sea.

2Ti . Shall be manifest.—"Thoroughly exposed." As theirs also was.—R.V. "came to be." The pronoun points to these men far removed as monitory specimens of those who oppose truth.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
Characteristics of False Teachers.

I. They furtively insinuate themselves into the midst of domestic life.—"For of this sort are they which creep into houses" (2Ti ). As a serpent crawls towards its prey, or as a wolf stealthily attacks the sheepfold. The peace of many a home has been destroyed by the cunning of unprincipled men.

II. They practise their wiles on weak women.—

1. Women whose sinful lives make them a prey to conflicting passions. "And lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts" (2Ti ). The most abandoned woman has her moments of remorse, when her conscience is roused and her soul bowed down under the load of conscious sin. It is then that the false teacher, who promises ease of conscience, is eagerly listened to, especially if too much restriction is not placed on the indulgence of unholy desire. 

2. Women who crave for novelty rather than the knowledge of the truth. "Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth" (2Ti ). They quickly disparage what they already know by the restless desire and curiosity to gain something new. It is not a paradox but a truth to say that their constant craving for knowledge leaves them utterly ignorant, for nothing can be known that is forgotten as soon as it is learned. The Gnostic teachers, like more recent heretics, laid hold of the female sex and encouraged them to use all their seductive arts in popularising their theories.

III. They have their prototypes in past ages.—

1. In men who audaciously opposed the truth. "Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth" (2Ti ). These were the traditional names of the Egyptian magicians who sought by their conjuring tricks to discredit the authority of Moses. It is the ambition of false teachers to-day to imitate and if possible outrival the preacher of the gospel. 

2. In men whose degraded minds rendered them incapable of appreciating the truth. "Men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith" (2Ti ). Their own vitiated tastes and misused powers incapacitated them from testing the truth. They were bewitched and misled by their own foolish errors, and infatuated by their own sins.

IV. The inevitable exposure of their wicked and insensate folly limits their power for mischief.—"But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest" (2Ti ). Wise as they may seem, their folly shall be exposed. In all wickedness there is an element of weakness which limits its power to do evil. They who seek to deceive others end in being most deceived themselves.

Lessons.—

1. False teachers are not particular as to the instruments they employ. 

2. Error hopelessly degrades its victims. 

3. False teachers expose themselves.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . Opposition to the Truth—

I. Is the offspring of ignorance and obstinate wickedness.

II. Is limited in its power.

III. The folly of such an attitude will be exposed and the opponents signally punished.



Verses 10-13
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . But thou hast fully known.—R.V. "didst follow." The mental process of investigation and the moral process of imitating the good seem to blend in this expression, as the words following indicate.

2Ti . What persecutions I endured.—The old man lives over again the life of hardship and glorifies his Deliverer.

2Ti . Seducers.—R.V. "impostors." There is "a reference to incantation by howling, and then to the practice of magic generally, and thence to deception and imposture generally" (Ellicott). Shall wax worse and worse.—"Shall make advance toward the worse." In 2Ti 3:9 the apostle says they shall not advance further without exposure; here he seems to say that after exposure they do not mind to what lengths they go. The Nemesis of deception is self-deception.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
Characteristics of a Genuine Teacher.

I. The genuine teacher is known by the character of his doctrine and the integrity of his life (2Ti ).—In contrast with the false teachers the apostle appeals to his own teaching and manner of life. Both were well known and had been tested in trying circumstances. The genuine teacher is not actuated by selfish motives, but by a desire to spread the truth and promote the glory of Christ, and the purity of his aim is evident in the Christian spirit with which he treats his opponents and vilifiers.

II. The genuine teacher is known by his sufferings for the truth.—

1. Suffering for the truth is the lot of the faithful (2Ti ). Christianity condemns all other religions and claims to be the only religion; it enjoins precepts directly contrary to the instincts of the natural man, and it predicts that persecutions are sure to overtake its most ardent followers. But it promises help in suffering and a future reward of unspeakable glory. A man must be truly in earnest who embraces Christianity with all its conditions and consequences. 

2. From all suffering for the truth God graciously delivers. "But out of them all the Lord delivered me" (2Ti ). If Paul was delivered from trials, unparalleled in their number and severity, the most oppressed servant of Christ need not despair. With this example before us we need not fear whatever persecution and suffering may be entailed in a faithful propagation of the truth.

III. The genuine teacher is known by contrast with the wicked and deceptive charlatanry of false teachers.—"But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived" (2Ti ). Magical arts were practised at Ephesus; but these were abandoned by all who embraced Christ. The false teachers did not hesitate to use the tricks of the conjuror to deceive the unwary; and as they became more reckless in their methods and more wicked in their lives, they ended by being themselves deceived. As Bengel remarks, "He who has once begun to deceive others is the less easily able to recover himself from error, and the more easily embraces in turn the errors of others." There is the widest contrast between the showy and tricky charlatanry of false teachers, and the sedate straightforwardness and calmly fervent zeal of the gospel preacher.

Lessons.—

1. The truth forms the character of its advocate. 

2. Christianity teaches us how to endure and conquer suffering. 

3. The genuine teacher is a living witness for the truth.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . Personal Integrity—

I. Is founded on belief in the truth (2Ti ).

II. Is manifested in the life (2Ti ).

III. Is seen in the carrying out of a definite purpose (2Ti ).

IV. Is exemplified in the virtues of the Christian character (2Ti ).

V. Is tested and strengthened by suffering (2Ti ).

VI. Recognises the special help of God in affliction (2Ti ).

2Ti . The Persecution of Goodness.

I. The text characterises the morality of believers.—They "live godly." 

1. The believer complies with the will of God. 

2. Presents his services as an offering to God. 

3. Aims at the glory of God. 

4. Seeks the enjoyment of God.

II. The text declares the origin of the morality of the believer.—"In Christ Jesus." 

1. Implies union with Christ. 

2. Christ frees from condemnation and punishment. 

3. Christ furnishes motives to obedience.

III. The text declares the consequence of the morality of the believer.—"Shall suffer persecution." 

1. The world hates godliness. 

2. The world is reproved by godliness.—Stewart.



Verses 14-17
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Knowing of whom.—R.V. margin, "Gr. what persons." The apostle does not take the sole credit of the discipleship of Timothy, whose "faith does not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God."

2Ti . From a child.—R.V. "a babe," from earliest infancy. The Holy Scriptures.—R.V. "the sacred writings." A comprehensive term including, like our Lord's threefold division in Luk 24:44, all the Jewish canonical Scriptures.

2Ti . All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable.—R.V. "Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable." Note that the "scripture" of this verse is not the same as the "sacred writings" of 2Ti 3:15. Here it is simply "every writing inspired of God." The inbreathing of the Holy Ghost is the condition of its being profitable. For correction.—Setting upright again something that was out of the perpendicular. For instruction.—Fatherly discipline or process of education, often by chastisement or severe methods. The word of God does not always speak smooth things to us.

2Ti . Throughly furnished.—Completely fitted out, as a soldier with full accoutrements, or a workman with tools.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Use of the Bible in the Christian Life.

I. Instruction in the Bible from earliest youth imposes fidelity to its teachings (vers.14, 15).—Timothy had been taught the Scriptures from his childhood. The reverence of his Jewish mother for the word of God was transferred to her child, and his early life was impregnated with the spirit and teaching of the Old Testament. In the study thus early begun, and still further developed as the years sped on, Timothy is urged to continue. Childhood is the most impressionable age, and instructions then received are never forgotten. Nothing makes so lasting an impression on the young mind as the word of God.

II. The most accurate knowledge of the Bible will not save the soul apart from faith in Christ.—"Which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2Ti ). It is a good thing to drill the young mind in a knowledge of the word of God and to store it with memory texts, but care should be taken to show how all scripture reveals Christ and leads to Christ. The knowledge of the Bible makes us wise in knowing Christ as our Saviour. He who has not faith has not the true wisdom. The Jews knew the Bible well, but they remained ignorant because they rejected Christ.

III. The Bible is a collection of Divinely inspired writings.—"All scripture is given by inspiration of God" (2Ti ). R.V. "Every scripture inspired of God." As most of the New Testament books were written when Paul wrote this his latest epistle, they are included in the clause. Knapp defines inspiration as, "An extraordinary Divine agency upon teachers whilst giving instruction, oral or written, by which they were taught how and what they should speak or write." The Bible is true because it is God-inspired. The same cannot be said of any other book. A learned infidel who examined the Bible for himself, and came to the irresistible conclusion of its Divine authorship, said, "It would have been as easy for a mole to have written Sir Isaac Newton's treatise on optics as for uninspired men to have written the Bible."

IV. The prime use of the Bible is to teach authoritative truth and mould the Christian life.—

1. The study of Divine truth disciplines the mind and heart. "Is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (2Ti ). Doctrine and reproof embrace the speculative parts of divinity, correction and instruction the practical. The devout and diligent study of the Bible is a mental and moral discipline. Every man is definitely the better for close and thoughtful contact with the word of God. Queen Elizabeth said, "I walk many times in the pleasant fields of the Holy Scriptures, where I pick up the goodliest herbs of sentences by pruning, eat them by reading, digest them by musing, and lay them up at length in the high seat of memory by gathering them together, so that, having tasted their sweetness, I may less perceive the bitterness of life." 

2. The study of Divine truth is a moral equipment for the highest service. "That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works" (2Ti ). The man of God loves the book of God; by its study he is more fully perfected in his moral character, and out of its treasury he is accoutred for all the requirements of his work. The best work is done by the man who knows his Bible best.

Lessons.—

1. The Bible is the God-inspired book. 

2. The young should be taught to know and love the Bible. 

3. The Bible supplies the best armour and weapons for the Christian warrior.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Importance of Early Instruction in the Bible.

I. The advantage of a knowledge of the Scriptures.—

1. They communicate truths of immense value. 

2. These truths cannot be obtained but by Divine Revelation 3. Their knowledge is the noblest improvement of the mind.

II. The Holy Scriptures are made effectual to salvation.—

1. They discover the method of salvation. 

2. They make men wise unto salvation through faith.—P. Hutchison.

2Ti . The Inspiration and Utility of the Scriptures.

I. The inspiration of the Scriptures.—

1. What is inspiration? The infallible record of an infallible Revelation 2. The object of inspiration. To give certainty to that written under its guidance.

II. The utility of the Scriptures.—

1. As an unvarying standard of doctrine. 

2. Useful in the confutation of all religious error. 

3. Useful as an infallible standard of right and wrong. 

4. Useful for instruction in righteousness.—Homiletic Monthly.

Inspiration

I. The breath of God is in the Holy Scriptures, but only the man of God can have fellowship with it.

II. By this fellowship with God the man of God becomes complete.

III. By this fellowship with God the man of God gains complete fitness for every good work.—Preacher's Magazine.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-5
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . I charge thee before God.—As in 2Ti 2:14. The word of itself does not mean to swear, but only as connected with "in the presence of God."

2Ti . Preach the word.—I.e. herald the word of reconciliation. Be instant in season, out of season.—Stand over them opportunely and inopportunely, on the bare chance of doing good. Reprove.—Includes the blame of everything blameworthy and the conviction of it. In juristic language confute. Rebuke.—Blame, with a decided manifestation of dislike.

2Ti . Sound doctrine.—R.V. margin, "healthful teaching." As in 2Ti 1:13, 2Ti 2:17, we are reminded, by the terminology, of St. Luke's presence. Having itching ears.—This tickling is usually taken to mean a pleasant sensation.

2Ti . But watch thou.—R.V. "But be thou sober." The reference is to the clearness and wakefulness of attention which attends on sobriety. Endure afflictions.—Before, the old apostle had said "with me," now he says "suffer hardship," as though Timothy would have to meet it when Paul no longer shared it. See next verse.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Sublime Mission of the Preacher.—

I. Is to be fulfilled as in the presence of the Divine Judge to whom alone he is ultimately accountable (2Ti ).—The apostle speaks as one who will himself soon be in the immediate presence of God, and as if he already felt the overwhelming awe of that presence. Before that sacred presence every preacher must sooner or later stand, and give an account of his stewardship. All his work should be done with reference to the day of the Lord's appearing. "Christ's kingdom is real now, but not visible. It shall then be both real and visible. Now He reigns in the midst of His enemies, expecting till they shall be overthrown. Then He shall reign with His adversaries prostrate."

II. Necessitates the mastery of every method in order to attain efficiency (2Ti ).—He must learn to be urgent in proclaiming the word in all seasons. As Chrysostom says, "Just as the fountains, though none may draw from them, still flow on, and the rivers, though none drink of them, still run, so must we do all on our part in speaking, though none give heed to us." He must study how to reprove and confute the gainsayers, as well as how to instruct the willing hearers; be patient and forbearing with the one class, and unceasingly diligent with the other. Every effort should be made to gain the best qualifications for making known the gospel and winning souls.

III. Should be faithfully prosecuted in times of defection and error (2Ti ).—"He who despises sound teaching," says Bengel, "leaves sound teachers; they seek instructors like themselves." Teaching that aims simply to please can never instruct. Love of novelty and change is inimicable to progress in Divine things. "Itch in the ears is as bad as in any other part of the body, and perhaps worse." When so many are turning away from the truth, it is the more incumbent on the true preacher to be in earnest in faithfully declaring the truth. Error must be confuted by the clear and emphatic enunciation of sound doctrine.

IV. Demands constant vigilance and courageous devotion to duty (2Ti ).—Paul, feeling that he must soon be removed from the scene of conflict, calls on Timothy to take his place and acquit himself with vigilance and courage. A time comes when our trusty friend and adviser is removed, and we must depend more upon ourselves—"swim without the corks." All our previous experience has been a preparation for this. We must not shrink from the task, but brace ourselves up to our work, and fall back more completely on God.

Lessons.—

1. Faithful preaching is an antidote to error. 

2. The preacher should strive to excel in the best method of putting truth. 

3. The preacher should have eternity always in view.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Deficient and Dangerous Nature of the Infidel Scheme.

I. It does not teach man as a sinner how to worship God.

II. It is an insufficient rule of moral duty.

III. The light of reason cannot fix and ascertain the doctrine of a future state of rewards and punishments.

IV. Is insufficient to investigate the origin of moral evil, or to show how it can be remedied.

V. Sinners cannot be saved by any obedience they can yield to the dictates of reason and conscience.

VI. The light of reason cannot show that God will extend His pardoning mercy to sinners.—P. Hutchison.

2Ti . A Champion for the Truth—

I. Must exercise ceaseless vigilance.—"Watch thou in all things."

II. Must be patient in suffering.—"Endure afflictions."

III. Must be active in aggressive mission work.—"Do the work of an evangelist."

IV. Must leave nothing undone that will advance the truth.—"Make full proof of thy ministry."



Verses 6-8
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . For I am now ready to be offered.—R.V. "I am already being offered." R.V. margin, "poured out as a drink-offering." When the gaoler took the cup of hemlock to Socrates, the philosopher asked, "Is it allowable to make a drink-offering of it?" Paul's spirit was the libation. Note the emphatic I in contrast to "thou" (emphatic too) in 2Ti 4:5. The time of my departure is at hand.—R.V. "is come." In Php 1:23 the desire for this weighing anchor is expressed. Now the hour has arrived. Socrates, again, prayed to the gods that they would bless the voyage and render it happy.

2Ti . I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.—"All three propositions denote the same thing. The second gives prominence to one particular form of contest, while the third clearly expresses how entirely Paul had done with life" (Hofmann).

2Ti . Henceforth.—Lit. "As concerns the rest." At the end of his life there remains nothing more than to receive the reward. A crown of righteousness.—The just award of the impartial Umpire.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
The Faithful Minister in the Presence of Death—

I. Undismayed by the terrors of approaching martyrdom.—"I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand" (2Ti ). Whatever hopes Paul might have had of his probable release are now dismissed. Without a murmur, without seeking revenge upon his adversaries, he is ready to be poured out as a libation, to shed his own blood in the cause he loved more than his own life. Death has no terror; it is but a peaceful departure. The anchor's weighed, the moorings are loosed, and he is starting on the last voyage.

II. Sustained by the consciousness of a well-spent life.—

1. The Christian life is a conflict. "I have fought a good fight" (2Ti ). 

2. The Christian life is a race. "I have finished my course" (2Ti ). 

3. The Christian life is a stewardship. "I have kept the faith" (2Ti ).

III. Exulting in the certainty of adequate future reward (2Ti ).—The "henceforth" marks the decisive moment. He looks to his state in a threefold aspect. 

1. The present. "I have fought." 

2. The immediate future. "There is laid up for me a crown." 

3. The future. "The Lord will give in that day." A crown, or garland, used to be bestowed at the Greek national games on the successful competitor. The crown is in recognition of righteousness wrought in Paul by God's Spirit: the crown is prepared for the righteous; but it is a crown which consists in righteousness. Righteousness will be its own reward. A man is justified gratuitously by the merits of Christ through faith; and when he is so justified, God accepts his works and honours them with a reward which is not their due, but is given of grace (Fausset). Even at this solemn crisis the large-heartedness of the doomed apostle is apparent. He thinks not only of his own reward, but of the reward also of all believing souls who love and are longing for the appearing of their Lord.

Lessons.—

1. We truly live only as we live unto God. 

2. We should ever be more concerned about living than about dying. 

3. Death admits the faithful into a larger life.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Christian's Course, Conflict, and Crown.

I. The view in which the apostle represents his decease.—"I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand." 

1. He expresses neither terror nor reluctance, but speaks of death calmly as a sacrifice and offering to God. 

2. He regards death as the transferring of our life from the service of God on earth to the presence of God in heaven.

II. The reflections with which the apostle looks back upon his life on earth.—

1. He likens it to a good fight—a conflict which occasioned no remorse, in which he struggled to save and not to destroy—good in its object, in all its means, in its effect upon all employed in its labours, upon all interested in its success. 

2. He likens it to a race. "I have finished my course." 

3. He is conscious of fidelity. "I have kept the faith." He had not only run the Christian race, but had duly observed the rules of the contest.

III. The hope by which the dying apostle is cheered in his view of an eternal world.—"Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness." He looks forward with joyful assurance to a more than sufficient recompense of all his toils and perils—not as payment of a claim he had earned or deserved, but as a glorious and bounteous gift. Not a mere honorary crown or empty ornament like those bestowed on successful victors and warriors, but a crown connected with a kingdom—a kingdom of righteousness.—J. Brewster.

2Ti . "I have kept the faith."

I. A phenomenon is to be accounted for—the origin of this remarkable language.—

1. The deep-seated sentiments of natural religion will not account for it. 

2. Still less the ancient natural theology. 

3. It is accounted for only in Christ the life.

II. The world with the gospel is a new world.—

1. The text reminds us that the Christian is charged with a sacred trust. "The faith." 

2. The discharge of this trust involves constant vigilance and effort. 

3. A time may arrive in the prosecution of the Christian course, as it did with the apostle, when the mind turns from the past and gives itself up to the expectation of the future. 

4. How can we sufficiently admire that gospel which, in turning our mind from earth to heaven, enables us to omit the mention of death, or to speak of it only in terms of disparagement! 

5. A modest self-estimate of Christian fidelity is perfectly compatible with a sense of entire dependence on the grace of God.—Dr. J. Harris.

2Ti . Love, the Preparation for Christ's Coming.

I. If any one would love that day he must have a clear and deep perception of the hatefulness of sin.

II. We cannot love the day of Christ except we be dead to this world.

III. This love of His appearing is the direct and natural effect of love to Christ Himself.—The love of His unseen presence now is the true and all-comprehending discipline to prepare us for the coming of our Lord.—H. E. Manning.



Verses 9-13
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me.—Make all possible speed to arrive, or on earth we shall not meet again. Perhaps, however, it was the loneliness of the apostle that made him yearn for Timothy. Compare 2Ti 4:10-11, with 2Ti 4:21.

2Ti . Demas hath forsaken me.—The word means to leave in the lurch, or in evil circumstances. The atmosphere of the prison and close association with Paul in his present circumstances could only be endured by true love and brave devotion.

2Ti . Mark.—He had left the apostle at Perga, and afterwards the desire of Barnabas to take him along with Paul and himself led to a rupture between the apostles. It is pleasant to see that the old man nearing his end has forgiven Mark and admits his serviceableness.

2Ti . The cloke that I left at Troas.—The word for "cloke" signifies a cloak with a hood, such as travellers and soldiers used, and which often formed their only shelter from the weather.

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
Suffering for the Truth—

I. Has often to be endured with a loneliness that craves for society.—"Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me" (2Ti ). There is a beautiful pathos in these words, indicating the apostle's sense of loneliness. "My end is drawing near; some have forsaken me: I yearn for the comfort and refreshment of a congenial spirit: my beloved Timothy, use all speed in coming to me." Loneliness is sometimes more difficult to endure than pain.

II. The loneliness of suffering is intensified by the desertion of the timid.—"For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world" (2Ti ). Demas was once an active fellow-labourer (Col 4:14; Phm 1:24). For some time the apostle must have observed the slackening of his zeal, his love of ease and comfort, his growing dislike to the hardships of pioneer work, his shrinking from the peril of being in Rome as a Christian and an associate of Paul; and the climax of his declension was reached when he deserted Paul at a time when he most needed help and companionship. The desertion of a friend always happens at the wrong time.

III. Suffering for the truth does not quench the zeal for its active propagation.—"Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia" (2Ti ). "And Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus" (2Ti 4:12). From his Roman prison Paul is the director-general of a world-wide mission, and he is interested in every movement of its messengers. Their engagement in the great work also explained their absence at this critical period. Paul had also seized every opportunity during his imprisonment to preach the gospel. The work of God was always uppermost with him.

IV. Suffering for the truth appreciates the friendship of the faithful.—"Only Luke is with me" (2Ti ). It was a comfort to the noble sufferer to have with him one friend on whom he could rely. A friend in need is a friend indeed. Friendship is more valuable when it is tested, and when it bears the strain. It is in the power of one friend to render valuable service; and a noble nature does not fail to appreciate it.

V. Suffering for the truth recognises the valuable services of the man whose former vacillation had occasioned anxiety and strife.—"Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry" (2Ti ). Mark had been under a cloud for forsaking the work, and was the cause of a sharp contention between Paul and Barnabas (Act 15:37-40; Act 13:5; Act 13:13). But Mark had repented, and was now another man, chastened and stimulated by the lesson of his brief relapse. Paul's sharp censure is wiped out by high praise—another example of the generous nature of the apostle, which even suffering did not sour.

VI. Suffering for the truth does not render us indifferent to the needs of body and mind.—"The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee" (2Ti ). The cloak had no doubt been worn by the apostle as a warm wrap in many a cold, exposed journey, and would be known to his friends as an old, familiar article of his clothing. He needed it again, for winter was near (2Ti 4:21). "And the books, but especially the parchments" (2Ti 4:13). The books he needed to carry on his work of translation for the benefit of the Church; and the parchments perhaps contained translations already done, and some of his own inspired epistles. Brief as his life might be, the mind must be fed, and work must not stop. Tyndale, imprisoned in the Castle of Vilvorden, asked for warmer clothing, and above all for his Hebrew Bible, grammar, and dictionary.

Lessons.—

1. True greatness is conspicuous in suffering. 

2. The sufferer appreciates genuine sympathy. 

3. Suffering for the truth helps to spread it.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . The Defection of Demas.

I. His offence.—

1. He forsook the apostle. When he needed sympathy, comfort, co-operation. 

2. He forsook the Christian cause. Fled from the post of duty because it was the post of danger. 

3. He forsook the Saviour. Either for a season or permanently. Either as a backslider or as an apostate.

II. The principle by which he was actuated.—

1. It might be the love of ease. 

2. It might be the love of honour. 

3. It might be the love of wealth. 

4. It might be the love of life.

Demas.

I. Demas an apostate after having done and endured much in the cause of Christ.—His profession of Christianity must have exposed him to hardship and danger. There must have been in him tokens of genuine conversion, seeing they could bear the test of hardship incurred in defence of the truth. He had given proof of sincerity in bringing others to Christ. What hardship could not do, what peril could not do, was effected by the allurements of a world whose god is the prince of the power of the air; and the man who had been ready to undergo martyrdom, who would not have flinched from the apparatus of torture, failed in withstanding the blandishments of pleasure, and was conquered by lust after defying persecution.

II. Demas an apostate though he had to quit St. Paul when that apostle was on the point of sealing his confession with his blood.—Demas was for a long time steadfast. He had St. Paul to instruct him, to reprove, exhort, and encourage him; and perhaps he thought, because he felt his bosom glow as this man insisted on noble truths and delivered sublime and noble messages, he was necessarily impregnated with the very spirit of Christianity, and bound too firmly to the cause of the Redeemer to be induced to forsake it by any common temptation. But the world gained an opportunity of plying Demas with its seductions—an opportunity of which we may suppose it to have been partially deprived whilst he was in the dungeons of St. Paul—and thus was it seen what a mere thing of sand is religion which depends upon a preacher for its warmth and strength. St. Paul was most rich in Christian experience when closest in his intercourse with heaven; and when he appealed with his grey hairs to every sensibility, one would have thought desertion impossible. Oh the degrading, deadening tendency of an attachment to time and sense!—H. Melvill.

2Ti . "Only Luke is with me." Christian Loneliness.

I. That there are times when the people of God are forsaken and left mainly to themselves.

II. That the good man is never left altogether alone.

III. That Divine helpfulness is afforded to compensate for the lack of human sympathy.

Lessons.—

1. We have here a picture of noble Christian endurance. 

2. Of submission. 

3. Of fidelity.

2Ti . Human Means useful to Inspired Persons.

I. The poverty of the first preachers of the gospel.—A cloak and a few books.

II. Even Divinely inspired men did not so wholly depend upon Divine inspiration, but made use of ordinary helps and means.—Bishop Bull.



Verse 14-15
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . The Lord reward him according to his works.—R.V. "the Lord will render," etc. What the Jew Alexander would have said to the Ephesian mob we cannot now know, but he must have been one of the leaders of the Jewish element in the mob, and therefore we conclude it was he to whom St. Paul here refers (cf. Act 19:33, and margin R.V.).

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
Opposition to the Truth—

I. Is often violently persistent.—"For he hath greatly withstood our words" (2Ti ). Probably the Alexander at Ephesus, put forward by the Jews during the riot there (1Ti 1:20). He was then excommunicated, but afterwards restored, and by his able and determined opposition was a thorn in Paul's side. A renegade is all the more troublesome because of the acquaintance with the side he once espoused and now attacks, using his knowledge of both sides with subtle and malicious dexterity.

II. Is fraught with much mischief.—"Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil" (2Ti ). Though again restored to the Church and to the confidence of the apostle, he never forgot the indignity of his expulsion, and vented his spleen on the man who had shown him kindness, accusing Paul before the Roman judges either of incendiarism or of introducing a new religion. He misrepresented facts, as suchlike men usually do, and was perhaps a chief agent in procuring the martyrdom of Paul. It is in the power of a restless, discontented, and malicious opponent to do mischief he can never repair.

III. Should put the faithful teacher on his guard.—"Of whom be thou ware also" (2Ti ). An unprincipled opponent is difficult to manage. All kindly and courteous advances he construes into fear; and even our silence he counts as submission and claims as a victory. Knowing the unfair use he will make of our words, we should be cautious not to give him the least advantage.

IV. Will not escape Divine punishment.—"The Lord reward him according to his works" (2Ti ). Baffled in all our efforts to silence or to restore a refractory opponent, we can leave him to God. The Christian teacher should be above the indulgence of personal revenge. The obstinate sinner will be certainly punished according to his deeds; and the punishment will be both just and adequate.

Lessons.—

1. Truth is hated because it reproves our conscious sins. 

2. A vindictive spirit is utterly impotent. 

3. God will reckon with the enemies of His truth.



Verses 16-18
CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY NOTES

2Ti . At my first answer.—R.V. "defence" (Gr. ἀπολογίᾳ). On his first appearance in the emperor's court. No one stood with me.—R.V. "took my part," i.e. as advocate. All men forsook me.—St. Paul was in the lion's mouth (2Ti 4:17), and men fled from the stroke of the paw.

2Ti . The Lord stood with me.—In sharp contrast to those who fled, leaving the apostle in his evil hour. That all the Gentiles might hear.—"God gave us not the spirit of cowardice," St. Paul had already written. He might say with Cæsar:—

"Cowards die many times before their deaths;

The valiant never taste of death but once."

It seems to have been of vastly more consequence to St. Paul that the story of the Crucified should be told in the court of Nero, than that it might cost him his head to tell it. And I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.—The lion was in all probability Nero. When Marsyas announced to Agrippa the death of Tiberius, he did so in the words, "The lion is dead."

2Ti . And the Lord shall deliver me.—Not a poor mangled fragment of me, "As a shepherd rescueth out of the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear" (Amo 3:12).

MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
A Brave Defender of the Faith—

I. Is often deserted by those from whom he expected help.—"At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me" (2Ti ). At his first public examination in the Roman court Paul had to defend himself alone. Those who might have spoken for him absented themselves. Their fears of being charged with complicity with the prisoner daunted their courage, and they fled. It is a bitter disappointment to be forsaken at a crucial moment; but the brave heart, sustained by the truth, will not flinch.

II. Charitably recognises the special difficulties of his timid friends.—"I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge" (2Ti ). The emphasis is on their. "They were intimidated: their drawing back from me was not from bad disposition so much as from fear; it is sure to be laid to the charge of those who intimidated them." Paul, like Stephen, would have offered the same prayer for his persecutors (Act 7:60) (Fausset). Another side-light on the character of Paul; his large-heartedness excused the weakness of his friends, and he prays for their exculpation.

III. Is sustained at a critical moment by Divine power.—

1. He is strengthened by the conscious presence of the Lord. "Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me" (2Ti ). That was sufficient: the enemies might do their worst; Paul—and the Lord—were more than a match against their most malignant cruelty. When friends forsake us, God draws nearer, and His almighty strength turns suffering into joyous triumph. 

2. He is enabled fearlessly to declare the truth under circumstances that give it special publicity. "That by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear" (2Ti ). Rome was the capital of the empire, of the Gentile world, and was the centre to which all news and commerce came, and from it was again distributed to the remotest provinces. The trial of Paul, conducted in a public manner, became notorious. His defence was a sermon in which he was careful to put the leading truths of the gospel; and his well-known mission as the apostle of the Gentiles would give his teaching favour in the eyes of the Romans, and would be likely to be rehearsed throughout the empire. The earnest preacher seizes every opportunity of publishing the gospel. 

3. He is delivered from immediate peril. "And I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion" (2Ti ). He was acquitted from his first charge, or, what amounted to the same thing, there was an indefinite adjournment of the case. "The mouth of the lion" need not mean the lion of the amphitheatre, or Nero, or Satan. It is perfectly intelligible to regard it as describing a terrible danger, the peril of death. From this he was for the time being delivered. 

4. He is assured of final deliverance and everlasting safety. "And the Lord shall deliver me … and preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom" (2Ti ). The impending danger is past; but all danger is not past. The enemies of Paul will still be busy, and may at last succeed—as they did succeed—in securing a sentence of condemnation. But all this did not alter the apostle's faith in the Divine deliverance. The evil work of his enemies would turn out for his good. The Lord will make their work of death the means of translation into His heavenly kingdom. Richard Cameron, lying mortally wounded on the battle-field of Airdsmoss, said: "I am dying happy—happy; and if I had a thousand lives I would willingly lay them all down one after another for Christ. Oh! He is near me: I think I see Him. I am just coming, Lord Jesus." 

5. He ascribes unceasing praise to his Divine Deliverer. "To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen" (2Ti ). "The very hope," says Bengel, "produces a doxology. How much greater will be the doxology which the actual enjoyment shall produce!" With a heart full of thankfulness to the Master who has strengthened him in his sufferings and whose bliss he is about to share, the brave defender of the faith leaves us with a doxology of praise to Christ on his dying lips.

Lessons.—

1. The gospel makes the noblest heroes. 

2. God never deserts His servants in extremity. 

3. The truth we defend will be our salvation and glory.

GERM NOTES ON THE VERSES

2Ti . A Gospel Hero—

I. Fighting for the truth single-handed.—"At my first answer no man stood with me" (2Ti ).

II. Though deserted by friends, not vindictive.—"All men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge" (2Ti ).

III. Divinely sustained.—"Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me" (2Ti ).

IV. Using his defence as an opportunity for declaring the truth.—"That by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear" (2Ti ).

V. Rescued from threatened peril.—"I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion" (2Ti ).

2Ti . Divine Deliverance—

I. Often signally displayed.

II. Is a salvation from all evil.

III. Is the guarantee of future blessedness.

IV. Should call forth exalted praise.



Verses 19-22
MAIN HOMILETICS OF THE PARAGRAPH.—2Ti 
A Martyr's Last Words—

I. Breathe the spirit of love towards tried and faithful friends.—"Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus" (2Ti ). How tenderly this salutation would be prized when the friends received intelligence of the apostle's fate! Love is precious the more it is tested and tried. The heart is impoverished indeed that cannot find room for its best friends. Love reveals itself in words and deeds.

II. Indicate unabated interest in the movements and condition of former fellow-labourers.—"Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick" (2Ti ). Erastus was a frequent companion of Paul (Act 19:22), possibly the same as referred to in Rom 16:23, and was the chamberlain or city steward and treasurer of Corinth. As he left Trophimus in sickness at Miletus, we learn that his power of healing the sick was limited and exercised only on special occasions and for a special purpose. To the last Paul kept in touch with his fellow-workers, and retained his anxious concern for the spread of the gospel.

III. Reveal a yearning for sympathetic companionship in the prospect of approaching doom.—"Do thy diligence to come before winter" (2Ti ). Before the winter storms begin, when navigation would be impossible, or it may be too late. And Paul would need his cloak to protect him from winter cold. A companion like Timothy was what the apostle especially desired; but we have no record that the longed-for interview ever took place. How many of our yearnings are never satisfied! And yet they are not altogether useless. The highest cravings of the soul are gratified only in Christ.

IV. Do not neglect the grace of Christian courtesy.—"Eubulus greeteth thee, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren" (2Ti ). Pudens and Claudia afterwards married—she a Roman knight, he a Briton surnamed Rufina. Linus afterwards became a bishop. Eubulus is identified with Aristobulus, who, with his converts, is said to have been among the first evangelists of Britain. Paul himself, says Clement, "visited the farthest West—perhaps Britain, certainly Spain—and was martyred under the rulers of Rome, who were Nero's vicegerents in his absence from the city." Paul was not so absorbed with his own troubles as to neglect to send the joint commendations of the saints in Rome. Christianity is the essence of true courtesy.

V. Concludes with the invocation of Divine blessing.—"The Lord Jesus Christ be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. Amen" (2Ti ). Grace is invoked for Timothy and the members of the Ephesian and neighbouring Churches to whom this epistle would be read. We need no more to make us happy and inspire us to Christian work than the presence of Christ and the enriching favour of God.

Lessons.—

1. The uncertainty of life should intensify our interest in God's work. 

2. Courtesy is a grace of the Christian spirit. 

3. We cannot die better than with a prayer for others on our lips.

